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men considered spinning to be beneath their dignity and
that it was solely women's occupation. Men nowadays do
not object on the ground of dignity. There are thousands
who spin for sacrifice. It was when men took up spinning
from a patriotic motive that spinning was reduced to a
science and inventions as great as in any other field were
made. Nevertheless experience shows that spinning will
remain woman's speciality. I believe there is a good rea-
son behind the experience. Spinning is essentially a slow
and comparatively silent process. Woman is the embodi-
ment of sacrifice and therefore non-violence. Her occupa-
tions must therefore be, as they are, more conducive
to peace than war. That she is now being dragged down
for purposes of violent war is no credit to modern civiliza-
tion. I have no doubt that violence so ill becomes woman
that presently she will rebel against the violation of her
fundamental nature. I feel that man too will repent of his
folly. Equality of the sexes does not mean equality of
occupations. There may be no legal bar against a woman
hunting or wielding a lance. But she instinctively recoils
from a function that belongs to man. Nature has created
sexes as complements of each other. Their functions are
defined as are their forms.
But a proof of the different functions of the sexes is
unnecessary for my purpose. The fact stands, at any rate
in India, that millions of women regard spinning as their
natural occupation. The Working Committee's resolution
automatically shifts the burden from men to women and
gives to them an opportunity of showing their mettle. I
would love to find that my future army contained a vast
preponderance of women over men. If the fight came, I
should then approach it with much greater confidence
than if men predominated. I would dread the latter's vio-
lence. Women would be my guarantee against such an
outbreak.
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